Analysing Maps

Title of map(s):

Iden-
tify

e What kind(s) of map(s) is it/are they (historic, modern)?
¢ When was it/were they published?

¢ In what historical context was/were the map(s) made?
e Who were the addressees?

Describe

e What exactly can you see on the maps(s), what parts
are depicted how and what do they represent?

e What does/do the map(s) show, what point(s) or
period(s) of time is/are described, what information is
given?

e What is striking about the (two) map(s)?

If comparing two maps

e |[f areas are identical: What is the time difference
between the two situations or moments described, what
changes do the maps show?

e If areas are different: What do the two maps have in
common?

Explain

¢ What information do you have to put the information on
the map(s) into perspective?

e What were the causes for the effects shown on the
map(s)?

Evaluate

e What new aspects of the respective historical event
does/do the map(s) reveal to you?

¢ Can you find any potential of historical change or
conflict on the map(s) and what might the outcome be
like?

¢ What information do you miss on the map(s)?

Useful language

The map
... focuses on/covers the period of time from ... to ...
... shows what countries made up the (empire of ...)
... shows who was allied with whom .../illustrates the borders ...
... shows the northern/eastern/southern/western hemisphere
... shows that ... gained/lost territory ... its independence
.. shows the area between ... and .../the sphere of interest ...
... is biased because ...
The arealregion of .. is shown to be part of/under the control of/to belong
to ..
At that time ... was part of ...
We can see that ... was divided up between ...
At first ... a decade/century later ...
At the beginning/in the middle/at the end of the ... century ...
In the course of time/the century ...
The similarity/difference between the two maps is ...
You can see the changes which took place from ... until/to ...
The changes show/highlight/describe ...
There is no/only little information about ... on the other hand ...
The territory/area
... marked with horizontal/vertical/diagonal stripes ...

.. marked with squares/the criss-cross pattern/strokes ...

... that is (violet) shaded!/in (blue) shading lines ...
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